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Call 0844 412 4322
and quote ‘Indie Offer’ or go to
www.peacocktheatre.com
and enter promo code pcdindie
Valid on £40 and £35 tickets until 12 June 2008, excludes Fri and Sat eves. Offer is subject to
availability and not to be used in conjunction with any other offer. Transaction fee applies.

A Cuban dance sensation

HALF PRICE
TICKETS FOR

“**** Truly amazing, a magical masterpiece” WOS
GARRICK 0844 412 4662 

DERREN BROWN
An Evening of Wonders

Mon-Sat 8pm until 7 June
“**** A rollercoaster ride!” Metro

DUKE OF YORK’S 0870 060 1483
“SOLID GOLD THEATRE CLASSIC” S Tms

THAT FACE
“Lindsay Duncan mesmerising” S Tms
Mon-Sat 7.30, Wed & Sat 2.30
FINAL 7 WEEKS * www.thatface.co.uk

ALDWYCH THEATRE 0844 847 2330
“A SMASH HIT” D. Tel

DIRTY DANCING
THE CLASSIC STORY ON STAGE

TICKETS FOR TODAY
RELEASED AT 12 NOON

An air cooled theatre
Mon-Sat 7.30, Fri & Sat 3.00

DirtyDancingOnStage.com

FORTUNE 0870 060 6626
19th SPINE-CHILLING YEAR!

Susan Hill’s

THE WOMAN IN BLACK
Adapted by Stephen Mallatratt
“A VINTAGE THRILLER TO

CHERISH” The Times
Mon - Sat 8, Mats Tue 3 & Sat 4

LONDON PALLADIUM 0844 412 4655

THE SOUND OF MUSIC
With SUMMER STRALLEN 

& Aoife Mulholland

on Mon eve & Wed mats

Mon, Wed-Sat 7.30, Tues 7, Wed & Sat 2.30

BEST AVAILABILITY MIDWEEK

Noël Coward Theatre 0844 482 5141

“So funny it should be 
on the NHS” Sky News

HYSTERICAL WEEK DAY PRICES
FROM £10-£35

AVENUE Q
Mon - Thu 8, Fri 5.30 & 8.30, Sat 5 & 8.30

www.avenueqthemusical.co.uk

PALACE THEATRE 0844 412 6456

“LAUGHALOT” Times
MONTY PYTHON’S

SPAMALOT
WITH ALAN DALE

Mon-Thu 8, Fri 5.15 & 8.30, Sat 3 & 8
New! Kids 5-15 pay their age

Fri 5.15pm (T&C’s apply)
www.montypythonsspamalot.com

PRINCE OF WALES: 0844 482 5115
Book online: www.mamma-mia.com

‘FANTASTIC FUN’ Classic FM

MAMMA MIA!
THE SMASH HIT MUSICAL

BASED ON THE SONGS OF ABBA
Mon-Thur 7.30, Fri 5.00 & 8.30,

Sat 3.00 & 7.30
TICKETS TONIGHT FROM ONLY £20

QUEENS THEATRE
0844 482 1560

THE WORLD’S LONGEST
RUNNING MUSICAL

LES MISERABLES
Eves 7.30, Mats Wed & Sat 2.30

www.lesmis.com

SHAFTESBURY THEATRE
020 7379 5399 Groups 020 7014 8444

HAIRSPRAY
Starring MICHAEL BALL

WINNER OF 27 MAJOR AWARDS!
£25 DAY SEATS and DAILY RETURNS

at theatre from 10am
Mon-Sat 19:30, Thu & Sat 15:00

www.hairspraythemusical.com

VAUDEVILLE 0844 412 4663
GRETA SCACCHI SIMON WILLIAMS

THE DEEP BLUE SEA
By Terence Rattigan

“AN OUTSTANDING PRODUCTION” D.Tel
Mon-Sat 7.30pm, Wed & Sat 2.30pm
LAST CHANCE – FINAL 6 WEEKS!

DOMINION 0870 169 0116
0870 890 0149

‘MAGNIFICO’ The Sun

WE WILL ROCK YOU
by QUEEN & BEN ELTON

‘UNMISSABLE’ Capital Radio
Mon-Sat 7.30, Mat Sat 2.30
Extra show last Wednesday

of every month at 2.30
www.queenonline.com

Drury Lane 0870 890 6002

‘STUNNING’
Daily Express

THE LORD OF
THE RINGS

Mon 7, Tue-Sat 7.30, Thurs & Sat 2
DAY SEATS at £20 from 10am
SEASON ENDS 19 JULY

www.lotr.com

HER MAJESTY’S 0844 412 2707
0870 060 1765

THE PHANTOM OF
THE OPERA

Eves 7.30, Mats Tue & Sat 2.30
www.thephantomoftheopera.com

ADELPHI 0844 412 4651
“LEE MEAD IS A BRILLIANT

JOSEPH” Sunday Times
Andrew Lloyd Webber’s new production of

JOSEPH
AND THE AMAZING

TECHNICOLOR DREAMCOAT
Mon, Wed-Sat 7.30, Tue 7.00

Wed & Sat mat 3.00
BEST AVAILABILITY MON-THU

AMBASSADORS
08448 112 334

STOMP
Mon & Thu-Sat 8pm,

Thu & Sat 3pm, Sun 3 & 6pm
www.stomplondon.com

APOLLO VICTORIA
0844 826 8000 / 0870 402 0180

www.WickedTheMusical.co.uk

WICKED
“A WICKED & WONDERFUL

VISION OF OZ” Evening Standard
Mon-Sat 7.30pm Wed & Sat 2.30pm
Tickets from £15 at all performances

Day Seats £25 from 10.00am
Extra matinee Thu 29 May 2.30pm

Criterion Theatre 0844 847 1778
BEST NEW COMEDY
2007 Olivier Awards

John Buchan & Alfred Hitchcock’s

THE 39 STEPS
Mon-Sat 8pm, Tues 3pm, Sat 4pm

CAMBRIDGE 0844 412 4652
www.chicagothemusical.co.uk

“Still London’s sexiest, most
sensational musical” S Exp Dec 07

CHICAGO
Mon-Thurs 8, Fri 4.30 & 8, Sat 3 & 8

TRAFALGAR STUDIO 2
Box Office 0870 060 6632

Phill Jupitus stars in

LIFECOACH
A new comedy by Nick Reed

Mon-Sat 7.45pm Thu & Sat 3pm
www.theambassadors.com/

trafalgarstudios

Savoy 0870 164 8787

NEVER FORGET
Based on the songs of

TAKE THAT
Day Seats Released at 10am

Mon-Thu & Sat 7.45, Fri 5.30 & 8.30, Sat 3.00
www.neverforgetthemusical.com

CINEMA HAYMARKET 0871 230 1562
A UNIQUE THEATRICAL PRODUCTION

LIVE ON STAGE

BRIEF ENCOUNTER
By Noël Coward

Tue - Sat 8, Wed & Sat at 3, Sun 4
www.seebriefencounter.com

“AN ABSOLUTE TRIUMPH
JAW-DROPPINGLY INVENTIVE” Ind

Extended to 19 Oct

GIELGUD 0844 482 5130
“ELECTRIFYING” D. Tel

Ralph Fiennes Tamsin Greig
Janet McTeer Ken Stott 

GOD OF CARNAGE
“A TRIUMPH” D. Exp

“SAVAGELY FUNNY” Int H Tr
a new play by Yasmina Reza

translated by Christopher Hampton
Mon-Sat 8pm, Wed & Sat 3pm 

www.godofcarnage.com
Some Seats Available
MUST END 14 JUNE

PICCADILLY 0844 412 6600
“It’s Electrifyin’ ... GO GO GO!” Sky

GREASE
Mon-Thur 7.30, Fri 5 & 8.30

Sat 3 & 7.30
£20 day seats in person from 10am

www.greasethemusical.co.uk

OLD VIC 0870 060 6628
“The finest Shaw in years” Tel

PYGMALION
Directed by PETER HALL

Mon-Sat 7.30, Wed & Sat 2.30

HAYMARKET THEATRE
0844 482 5160

Ruthie Julian
Henshall Ovenden

MARGUERITE
A new musical

Mon-Sat 7.30pm, Sat 2.30pm
www.marguerite-themusical.com

GLOBE THEATRE
020 7401 9919/020 7087 7398

KING LEAR
A MIDSUMMER

NIGHT’S DREAM
Performances Monday-Sunday
www.shakespeares-globe.org

To advertise in 
Theatre Listings

please call 020 7005 2262 

NOVELLO 0844 482 5170 

INTO THE HOODS
A MODERN DAY FAIRYTALE

“Standing ovation stuff!” Metro
Mon-Sat 7.30/Wed & Sat mats 3pm
£15-£39.50 www.intothehoods.com

Prince Edward 0844 482 5151
***** T. Out **** Mail **** 

‘AN UTTERLY WONDERFUL SHOW’ D. Exp

JERSEY BOYS
The Story of FRANKIE VALLI

& THE FOUR SEASONS
£20 day seats avail from 10am
Mon-Sat 7.30 Tues & Sat 2.30

JerseyBoysLondon.com

NEW LONDON THEATRE
0844 412 4654 bkg fee

The Greatest Love Story of All

GONE WITH THE WIND
Mon 7, Tue-Sat 7.30, Wed & Sat 2.30

£25 DAY SEATS RELEASED DAILY
www.gwtwthemusical.com

DONMAR 0870 060 6624

SMALL CHANGE
by Peter Gill

Mon-Sat 7.30, Mats Thurs & Sat 2.30

Trafalgar Studios 0870 060 6632

FAT PIG
A New Comedy by Neil LaBute

Playhouse 0870 060 6631

THE HARDER
THEY COME

Previews 23/5-8/6 - £5-£27.50
Mon-Sat 7.30, Wed & Sat Mats 2.30

DAY SEATS £20 from 10am

COMEDY THEATRE 0870 060 6637
The hilarious new musical comedy

DICKENS (UNPLUGGED)

A special preview offer – £25!
Valid 23 May - 8 June only

PREVIEWS NOW ON
Today at 4pm

LYCEUM 0844 844 0005 (bkg fee)

Ticketmaster Groups 0844 847 1522

or Disney Groups 020 7845 0949

Disney Presents

THE LION KING
Now booking to 4 January 2009

Tue - Sat 7.30pm, Wed & Sat 2pm

& SUNDAY MATINEES at 3pm

Book online: www.thelionking.co.uk

VICTORIA PALACE
0870 895 5577

BILLY ELLIOT
THE MUSICAL

Book now for the perfect half-term treat!
Mon - Sat 7.30, Thu & Sat 2.30

£25 seats avail every day from 10.30

To
advertise in

Theatre
Listings

please call 
020 
7005 
2262 

To advertise in
Theatre Listings

please call 
020 7005 2262 

Apollo Theatre 0844 412 4658

FELICITY KENDAL
“Sensational” Tel “Superb” Mail
“Remarkable” Tms “Riveting” ES
Dan Stevens Phoebe Nicholls

NOEL COWARD’S
THE VORTEX

“PETER HALL’S SPLENDID REVIVAL”
Obs

Mon - Sat 8pm. Wed 3pm & Sat 4pm

FINAL TWO WEEKS!

LYRIC 0844 412 4661

BEST MUSICAL
Variety Club Awards 2007

Alistair McGowan Amy Nuttall

CABARET
“***** GENIUS” Ind

Eves at 7.45, Mats Wed & Sat 3pm

PHOENIX BO/CC 0870 060 6629

20TH PHENOMENAL YEAR

WILLY RUSSELL’S

BLOOD BROTHERS
BEST MUSICAL

ALL MAJOR AWARDS
Eves 7.45, Mats Thu 3pm, Sat 4pm
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16-19
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Reviews 
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W
ith beatific be-
musement, Mar-
shall Chess says
that he never set
out to be a music
legend: “It’s
amazing.

Chess Records, then The
Rolling Stones, then the birth
of hip-hop… I didn’t go after
one of those things. They
just happened.” 

It was the family busi-
ness, after all. If his folks
had run a grocery, you can
bet he would have taken on
the firm and expanded it; if
they’d been doctors, he would
worked his socks off to have his
own initials etched into the name-
plate; if they been gangsters… well, there’s
more than a hint of Pacino in the looks of
the smiling, spry, 66-year-old I meet in
the Covent Garden Hotel. 

His father, Leonard, and uncle Phil set

up one of the most important record la-
bels in rock history, one so key that they’re
making not one, but two films about it.

The Czyz brothers, as they were then,
had arrived in Chicago in the 1940s,

refugees from a Poland where peo-
ple slept with their horses to

keep warm. “My father got
into the liquor business

in a black neighbour-
hood because white
people didn’t want to
set up in those neigh-
bourhoods,” says
Chess. Soon, there was

a club called the
Macamba Lounge, where

it was “jazz, along with
hookers and pimps. My father

got the idea that black people
would spend money. So in 1947, he bought
a white label called Aristocrat records.”

Young Marshall began by fetching the
drinks for an up-and-coming bluesman
called Muddy Waters. “Muddy would call

me his white grandson,” says Chess. The
artists who followed Waters on to the
(now renamed) Chess label are a pan-
theon of blues gods: Howlin’ Wolf, Little
Walter, Sonny Boy Williamson, Bo Didd-
ley, Memphis Slim, Memphis Minnie, John
Lee Hooker, Rufus Thomas,
James Elmore, Willie
Dixon, Etta James and
Buddy Guy and others. 

And then there was
Chuck Berry. “I was his
road manager in 1963
when he came out of
prison [Berry did four
years after bringing a 14-
year-old Apache waitress
across a state line] and
we were desperate be-
cause he was our biggest star. He came
right from jail, looking raggedy. My dad
gave me $100 and said, ‘Take him down
to State Street and get him some new
clothes.’ Then he came right back to our
studio and recorded ‘Nadine’.

“He was our greatest star,” says Chess,
who is still Berry’s music publisher. “We
were the hottest blues label. Then rock-
’n’roll started, and we had Chuck and Bo
Diddley, and they crossed over.” In part,
that was because the Chess brothers

played the notorious,
but inescapable, pay-
ola game that led to in-
fluential DJs like Alan
Freed getting writers’
credits (and so royal-
ties) on records in ex-
change for playing them.
“He [Freed] played the
hell out of Chuck’s first
record, ‘Maybellene’, be-
cause of that. My father
says he made the deal,
and by the time he got to

Pittsburgh, which was half a day’s drive
away, my uncle back at home was scream-
ing, ‘What’s happening? We’re getting all
these calls for thousands of records!’”

Marshall Chess’s biggest solo coup was

Blue heaven
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setting up the Rolling Stones’ record label,
with the band’s now permanent-trade-
mark lips logo. He had become president
of Chess, but his father was dead (with-
out leaving a will, which still rankles) and
the label was out of family hands. “I was
depressed, and I heard the Stones were
unhappy with their label and manager.
So I got Mick’s number and I called him
up and came to London.

“I’d met the Stones. I used to go to all
the clubs in London, and I was treated
like royalty by all these groups because
of Chess. I was at the St James club when
the guy who worked with Eric Burdon
[Chas Chandler] brought over Jimi Hen-
drix. I was there the night he played his
first gig in London. I knew he was good…
but I wasn’t looking at it musically, I was
looking at it more from marketing.”

They formed Rolling Stones Records
in 1970. But they needed a logo. “The
Stones were at a castle near Rotterdam,
recording, and on my way there I saw a
Shell gas station, and it didn’t have the
name, just the sign, and I got the instan-
taneous thing that our logo shouldn’t have
to need a name. Then that night, sitting
round with Keith, Mick and Charlie, I laid
it on them. I don’t remember how we came
up with the tongue and lips specifically.”

It’s not surprising that the memory
blurs at this point. It was the start of a
wild ride through the Seventies, all the
wilder because Chess lived with the band.
“I lived with Keith on Cheyne Walk, and
Mick was next door. I knew Anita [Pal-
lenberg], Bianca [Jagger], the whole thing.

“It was all sex and drugs and rock’n’roll.
I was taking drugs, everything, sleeping,
waking, it was the whole scene. One day,
I woke up in Montreux and looked in the

mirror, and that night I told Mick: ‘I’ve
got to get out of here, man. It’s nothing to
do with you.’”

A few years later, in 1979, he found that
the Chess catalogue was owned by “this
black label in Englewood, New Jersey”.
It was Sugar Hill Records. He wanted to
buy it, but they didn’t need money, having
just released “Rapper’s Delight”. “So I
made a deal with them and began put-
ting out LPs resurrecting Chess. But I
was there for all these amazing hits –

‘White Lines’, ‘The Message’, and so on.”
It was there that he met the Sugar Hill

rhythm section, who have now been
“retrofitted” by Keith Le Blanc to classic
Chess tracks by Howlin’ Wolf, Waters,
James and more, on Chess’s latest proj-
ect, Chess Moves. “Blues purists hate it,”
he laughs. “The original was the best, the
purest, but it’s still my job to spread it to
new markets. And it works!”

There are two films in production about
Chess Records – Cadillac Records and
Chess. “The first one has Adrien Brody
playing my father, Jeffrey Wright play-
ing Muddy Waters, Mos Def playing
Chuck Berry, and Beyoncé playing Etta
James. I heard her version of ‘I’d Rather
Go Blind’, and it blew me away.”

Finally, I ask the question that has been
nagging at me: “Were you into the music?”
Marshall Chess thinks, even grimaces a
little. “That’s a real hard question. Was I
going out like an English fanatic and buy-
ing every single by an artist? No. But some-
how I was into Chess Records… I think it
grew on me. I’m more into it now than
I’ve ever been.”  

‘Chess Moves’ is out on 2 June on Commercial

Chess Records brought the blues to
the world. Now Hollywood is in on
the act. Simon Hardeman talks 
to music mogul Marshall Chess

Checkmate: (main image) Marshall
Chess in 1970; (top left) Beyoncé

Knowles as Etta James, on the set of the
forthcoming ‘Cadillac Records’; (bottom

left) Muddy Waters, one of the first
artists on the Chess label MICHAEL OCHS
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